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Important Areas for Ponds

IAPs are networks of important ponds of critical value for supporting the UK’s freshwater biodiversity.

Important Areas for Ponds (IAPs) are geographical areas with significant numbers of Priority Ponds. Within each Important Area, pond sites are classified as either of national or European importance, depending on the species or groups of species that they support.  

Once defined, IAPs can be used to:

· Highlight the national importance of the area at local and regional level.

· Act as a focus for pond protection, management and expansion.

· Attract new resources to help protect and enhance the ponds in these areas.

An IAP assessment has already been carried out for Wales. Over the next year IAPs will be identified for other areas of the UK.

LBAP involvement
· LBAPs can use IAPs to identify areas where pond protection is particularly important, to focus conservation effort.

· If there are IAPs in your area, this may also bring additional advice and funding to help deliver HAP / LBAP pond and SAP targets, particularly through the new Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) scheme.

· The ways that IAP’s can be targeted within HLS to deliver HAP/SAP targets will be trialled over the next few months, probably in northern England. If successful, the scheme will be rolled out nationally.

There will be two approaches to identifying IAPs: 

LBAPs can help with both approaches.

· Expert judgement IAPs

We already know areas with critical networks of pools of national significance that are clearly IAPs. In England they include areas like the New Forest, Norfolk pingos, Cheshire Marl pits, Lizard pools.

LBAPs can suggest potential IAPs in their area, and submit them to Pond Conservation for evaluation. We have a short form to help you do this (see over).

· Data led IAPs

Once all known Priority Ponds are mapped in each region it is likely that new IAPs will emerge. 

LBAPs can help this process by identifying appropriate contacts or sources of data that can be used to identify priority ponds in their area.  

Do you have a potential Important Area for Ponds (IAP) in your area?

An Important Area for Ponds (IAP) is a geographical area that is particularly important because it has a high density of Priority Ponds. Often these areas will support one or more Priority Species. 

See www.pondconservation.org.uk for a full list of criteria used to identify Priority Ponds.

The IAP definition is purposely broad, so that it can be applied at a range of geographic scales, depending on the information available and the characteristics of the ponds within the IAP. 

LBAP co-ordinators and others can suggest potential IAPs in their area, and submit them to Pond Conservation for evaluation.

You can do this using this paper form, or fill in the form on our website www.pondconservation.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/importantareasforponds/suggestanIAPform.htm
	Contact

(name, job/position email, telephone no)
	Potential IAP

(name, location)
	Why it could qualify as an IAP - refer to Priority Pond criteria 
(including key pond types or Priority species etc)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


