GRANTS FOR COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
2009 – 2010
The Norfolk County Council Countryside Conservation Grant Scheme offers a capital contribution towards work that enhances biodiversity or landscape in the countryside. The grant rate is 40% 

	Hedges, Trees and Woodlands
	New hedge planting, gapping-up or restoration of existing hedges. New tree and shrub planting. Work in existing woodlands such as coppicing, ride management and planting. Pollarding of significant and appropriate trees. Restoration and replanting of Scots pine lines and narrow belts in Breckland. Protecting veteran trees from stock damage. 


	Orchards 
	Planting of new orchards with Norfolk varieties of fruit trees.

	Ponds
	Restoration of existing ponds. In appropriate circumstances grant may be offered for the creation of new ponds.

	Other Biodiversity work
	Work on County Wildlife sites, commons and Local Nature Reserves. Restoration and creation of biodiversity habitats such as wet woodland, wood pasture, heathland, and wet meadows.

	Parish Councils and Communities
	In addition to the topics listed above, Parish Councils and local community groups are also eligible for help towards installing infrastructure, including interpretation boards, signs, gates, stiles and or boardwalks. 



GENERAL CRITERIA
Schemes qualifying for grants from other sources are not normally eligible for Norfolk County Council grant aid.

The County Council’s grants are aimed at creating, restoring and enhancing traditional countryside features which contribute to the biodiversity and landscape of Norfolk. Schemes will be assessed by specialist staff to ensure that there is no effect on existing landscape, habitat or archaeological features.
The scheme must significantly benefit the wider countryside and the public. On this basis schemes in or on the edge of gardens, or closely related to the applicants dwelling will not be eligible. Holdings smaller than 2 hectares (5 acres) are not normally eligible for grant, except where the grant is being sought for old orchards, ponds, native black poplars and public sector projects. However, advice may be eligible for conservation proposals in areas less than 2 hectares.
No retrospective payments can be made: applicants must be in receipt of a written grant offer before starting work. All claims must be made by 18 March 2010.

Grant is offered on the reasonable cost of approved work, but cannot be offered on a client’s personal labour. The cost of using paid labour, including farm staff where this can be verified, is eligible for assistance.
Where income is generated (for example from sales of timber or and firewood), grant is payable on net costs.

Grant will not be offered on work that is a requirement of planning permission, and may not be offered where work is associated with a potential development that would be subject to planning permission.

Grant is not normally offered on ‘commercial’ sites such as caravan parks or golf courses.
Fencing is ineligible for grant except on sites of high conservation such as County Wildlife Sites.
Planning permission may be required for new ponds. Enquires on this matter should be directed to the local District Council. Grant will not be offered where proposals would have an adverse impact on landscape or nature conservation, or where there are likely to be problems over water supply or quality. The creation of new fishing lakes or large scale ponds is ineligible for grant.
The maximum grant is £3,200 (i.e. gross cost £8,000) No grant will be paid on VAT.

Recipients of grant are required to acknowledge the County Council’s assistance in any publicity concerning projects.

For further details please call Environment Operations on 01603 222770 or visit our website www.norfolk.gov.uk
