New Ponds of High Quality Potential
1. Pond HAP target 4

“Create new ponds of high quality potential”. 
2. Definitions
Ponds of high quality potential are small waterbodies located in areas where they drain a semi-natural surface-water catchment, and are unlikely to be significantly impacted by human activity in after-use.
Semi-natural is defined as land which is not cultivated or intensively managed, and which does not receive inputs of nutrients, pesticides or other pollutants (excepting unavoidable airborne pollutants).

A pond’s surfacewater catchment is defined as land up hill of the pond, from which water drains into the pond.
Where ponds are groundwater fed, the groundwater should not have significantly elevated levels of nitrate or other pollutants.

Ponds should not be significantly impacted by man in after-use. For example, the new ponds should be left to colonise naturally: non-native plants should never be added. The ponds should not be stocked with fish; un-natural populations of ducks should not be encouraged e.g. by leaving food. Ideally ponds should not be located near paths or other areas where their sediments are likely to be significantly affected by public pressure e.g. swimming dogs. If ponds are located close to publically accessible areas care should be taken with site design or signage to prevent impacts from ducks, dogs, introduction of invasive plant species, fish etc.
3. Supplementary notes
Target ponds should ideally be located in a wide range of landscape types to maximise regional biodiversity. 
Creation of the following are particularly encouraged: (a) pond mosaics/complexes, (b) new ponds that increase landscape connectivity or form protective networks, and c) new sites that are targeted to support pond-associated BAP species.

Pond creation should not damage the value of existing sites or populations of uncommon species. 
Excavation of peat should generally be avoided, and only be undertaken on a small scale, where there are likely to be significant benefits to rare or protected species.

Excavation should not be damaging to archaeology.

